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GOLD STAR G AZETTE  
Iowa Gold Star Military Museum Newsletter  

Look Whatôs Happening at the Museum 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

§ Museum Closed - Thursday, July 4th All day 

§ Movie Night - Monday, July 8th 6 pm - 9 pm 

§ Author, Linda McCann - POWôs in Iowa , Saturday, August 10th at 11 am 

§ Iowa State Fair Veterans Day, Monday, August 12th - Parade and Vendor Booth 9 am - 2 pm 

§ Museum Closed - Labor Day - Monday, September 2nd All day 

July, August and  

 September 2024 

HOURS 

Tuesday - Friday  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Saturday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Sunday - Monday  Closed 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Memorial Day is the largest event 
at the museum. This year we had 
over 1,700 visitors, served 544 
breakfast meals, handed over 300 
flowers and served over 800 ice 
cream cones! 
 
This quarter we are recognizing the 
volunteers that volunteer for special 
events at the museum. 
 
Pastor Craig Ferguson and the 
members of the Johnston River of 

Life  Church in 
Johnston, Iowa 
have been 
volunteering/
partnering with the 
museum for over 
10 years - serving 
breakfast at 6:00 
a.m. to visitors on Memorial Day. 
 
Museum volunteer Jerry Jensen 
stated that he just gets out of the 
way because the church is always 

ready to serve breakfast to all the 
visitors with a smile. The breakfast 
runs smoothly thanks to Johnston 
River of Life Church (museum 
volunteers too)!                  
          (continued on page 2) 

Pictured: Johnston River of Life Church 
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Check out more events and event information at our website: 

https://goldstarmuseum.iowa.gov/ 
 

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube 

Volunteer Spotlight  - Continued 

Want to visit the museum?!   

We give group tours for all ages! 

Admission is always free!  

A visit to the museum is a fantastic way to enhance your 
classroom curriculum, while engaging learners of all ages with 
hands-on, educational experiences of our Iowa military veterans.  

To schedule a tour please contact the Museum at (515) 252-4531, 

or email us at goldstarmuseum@iowa.gov.  

(continue from page 1)  
The Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Camp Dodge Chapter 
are always asking what they can do 
to help the museum in any way 
they can.  One of the ways they 

give back is to help with a variety 
of activities at Memorial Day and 
helping with the Plant a Flower for 
a Veteran Project. The one thing I 
noticed is how the DAR volunteers, 
Jane Ferguson and Michael 

Booker, Sr. look forward to seeing 
each other every year!  There is 
more laughter and smiles that come 
out of that garage!! 
 

The friendships 
that the museum 
shares with these 
groups and 
volunteers are 
priceless. 
 
At the museum, 
we understand that 
volunteering often 
requires personal 
sacrifice and we 
want ALL 
volunteers to 
know that every 
minute youôve 
contributed has 
been invaluable.  

 
Your selfless dedication and the 
hours you've invested have not 
only enhanced the museumôs 
ability to serve but have also left an 
indelible mark on the individuals 

we aim to assist. We are truly 
honored and privileged to have you 
on our team!! 
 
WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
THANKé. 
¶ Walnut Creek Downtown 
Church who helped on 
Friday, May 24th with 
cleaning and prepping the 
museum for the Memorial 
Day event. 
¶ Outside Scoop, for the 
delicious ice cream 
¶ Life Serve Blood Center 
for the Blood Drive Event 
¶ Iowa Veterans Band 
¶ Sara Robinson/Veterans 
Perspective  
¶ Simon Conway Radio 
Program 
¶ The Vendors 
¶ The Museum Volunteers  

 
*Plant a Flower for a Veteran 
Project is sponsored by Goode 
Greenhouses in Des Moines and 
Piney Ridge in Johnston. 
 

Pictured: Kennetha Klein, Karla Wright, Michael Booker Sr., 

Nancy Geiger, Katie Lunning and Jennifer Ewing     

Not Pictured: Jane Ferguson 
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VIETNAM  LIVING HISTORY EVENT JUNE 1 ï2, 2024 
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MEMORIAL DAY 2024 HIGHLIGHTS!  

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE  ADJUTANT GENERAL  MAJOR GENERAL 

STEPHEN OSBORN FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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Daughters of the American Revolution 

 

 

 

 

Camp Dodge Chapter 

Submitted by Kathy Sells, Regent 

In celebration of our first year as a 
newly organized chapter, weôre 
excited to share with you our 
newest publication: ñCooking with 
the Camp Dodge Daughters.ò  
More than a cookbook, you will 
find 92 pages, 73 recipes, and 
countless stories from 33 charter 
members and several of our special 
friends. 

Rhubarb Custard Pie, Old 
Fashioned Sugar Cookies, 
Microwave Peanut Brittle, Night 
Before Sticky Buns, Chocolate 
Layer Cake, Chicken Alfredo Bake, 

and Southern Pecan Pie are a 
sample of recipes, along with 
stories, provided by our friends at 
the Gold Star Museum.  

Visit the Museum Store for your 
copy today! 

BIG NEWS!  The Camp Dodge 
Chapter has been approved as a 
sponsoring chapter for the new 
Children of the American 
Revolution Society (C.A.R.) with 
Katie Lunning serving as the Senior 
Organizing President. The National 
Society of the Children of the 
American Revolution trains good 
citizens, develops leaders, and 
promotes love of the United States 
of America and its heritage among 
young people.  If you know a child 
who would be eligible for 
membership in C.A.R. (lineage to a 
patriot), please reach out to Katie 
Lunning at 
CampDodgeDAR@gmail.com. 

To learn more about DAR go to 
DAR.org.  The Camp Dodge 
Chapter is available to serve our 
community with programs and 
guest speakers, contact us at 
CampDodgeDAR@gmail.com.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you are interested in knowing more 

about the DAR ï go to dar.org.  If you 

think you have lineage to a 

Revolutionary War Patriot (making 

you eligible to join the DAR) contact 

a Camp Dodge Chapter member. We 

stand ready and eager to help. If you 

need a speaker/presenter on American 

history, or about the DAR, contact us.  

Pictured: Museum Volunteer Jake Chapman and    
DAR Regent Kathy Sells.  

 

HAPPY 93RD BIRTHDAY JAKE!! 

Left to Right: Karla Wright, Ben Elliot, 
and Kathy Sells. 
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